FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
armed, trained, led and fed warriors of the
Abyssinian chieftains could offer little resistance.
The whole country was annexed, and Victor
Emmanuel III, who was said to have signified
his approval of the Italian adventure on the
ground that if all went well he would become
Emperor of Abyssinia, if not, he would become
King in Italy, was duly proclaimed Emperor of
Abyssinia. When Haile Selassie had fled to Jibuti,
he was indeed given transportation in a British
warship, but when he got to London he found
there complete acceptance of the accomplished
facts. Soon members of the Ministry were inquir-
ing what was the sense of maintaining sanctions
against Italy, and calling it "midsummer mad-
ness". Presently the League of Nations was
entertained by the spectacle of the same Power
at whose request sanctions had been voted now
demanding their abolition. With that the avowed
policy of the British Government had ended in
shame and defeat: but the question is left open
whether its avowed policy was its real policy, and
whether its real policy had not been successfully
concealed from the British public. Time will show.
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